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New Leadership Elected for the Northeast Recycling Council 

The Board of Directors of the Northeast Recycling Council (NERC) has elected a new leadership 
team.  Representatives from Connecticut, Vermont, and Maine were chosen for their 
demonstrated commitment to the organization and to environmentally sustainability throughout 
the 11-state region.  

New Leaders:  Robert Isner, Connecticut DEEP is the new President, Bryn Oakleaf, Vermont 
ANR the Vice President, and George MacDonald, Maine DEP is the Treasurer.  Both Robert and 
George have served as NERC officers in past years, but this is the first time for Bryn.  

 

Robert Isner has been with the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (CT DEEP) for over 24 years, the past 18 years as the solid waste and hazardous 
waste program manager. His responsibilities as director of waste engineering and enforcement 
division include management of enforcement, permitting and compliance assistance activities for 

http://www.scrapmonster.com/author/paulp
mailto:lynn@nerc.org


the recycling, pesticide, solid waste and hazardous waste programs. Prior to joining CT DEEP, 
Isner worked for over eight years as a municipal land use planner for two municipalities in 
Connecticut. He holds a Bachelor of Science from UConn and a Master of Science from Central 
Connecticut State University. 
He is currently on the board of directors for the: 

• Connecticut Chapter of the Air & Waste Management Association, 
• Northeast Recycling Council, and 
• Connecticut Recyclers Coalition 

 

Bryn Oakleaf is an Environmental Analyst V in Vermont’s Agency of Natural Resources – 
Waste Management and Prevention Division. Her work with ANR is primarily focused on 
implementing the Universal Recycling Law (Act 148) which was adopted in 2012. Act 148 
established phase-in requirements for diverting recycling, leaf and yard debris, and food scraps 
from the landfill beginning in 2014 and resulting in landfill bans leading up to full 
implementation by 2020. Oakleaf’s work also includes administering Vermont’s beverage 
container redemption law. She has been with ANR for five years and has worked with state 
government for nearly 10 years. She has her Masters in Environmental Law and Policy from 
Vermont Law School. 

 

George MacDonald is the Director of the Sustainability Division at the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection. The keystone of sustainability is encouraging appropriate 
management of resources, whether natural or man created. 

Mr. MacDonald’s career has been one of working on a farm as a youth, with the Federal 
Government working on environmental conservation, and with agricultural producers to 
conserve and improve their farm’s soil and water resources.  He has worked in conservation and 
recycling since 1976 in policy making, solid waste management, landfills, reuse and recycling, 
to  composting programs with communities, businesses, individuals, and residents;  to his current 
role that maintains those activities but expands them further to include climate adaptation issues 
and concerns. 



The positions Mr. MacDonald have held in undertaking these tasks have included federal 
employment, municipal positions, state occupations, and private sector – both as an employee as 
well as the owner.  He has also been involved, and is one of the founding fathers of NERC.  

About NERC:  The Northeast Recycling Council, Inc. (NERC) is a non-profit organization that 
is committed to environmental sustainability through responsible solid waste management.  Its 
programs emphasize source reduction, reuse, recycling, composting, environmentally preferable 
purchasing, and decreasing the toxicity of the solid waste stream in the 11-state region comprised 
of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey New 
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont, as well as several  nationwide programs.  For 
more information about NERC, visit www.nerc.org. 
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The Board of Directors of the Northeast Recycling Council (NERC) has elected a new leadership team.  Representatives from Connecticut, Vermont, and Maine were chosen for their demonstrated commitment to the organization and to environmentally sustainability throughout the 11-state region. 

New Leaders:  Robert Isner, Connecticut DEEP is the new President, Bryn Oakleaf, Vermont ANR the Vice President, and George MacDonald, Maine DEP is the Treasurer.  Both Robert and George have served as NERC officers in past years, but this is the first time for Bryn. 



Robert Isner has been with the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT DEEP) for over 24 years, the past 18 years as the solid waste and hazardous waste program manager. His responsibilities as director of waste engineering and enforcement division include management of enforcement, permitting and compliance assistance activities for the recycling, pesticide, solid waste and hazardous waste programs. Prior to joining CT DEEP, Isner worked for over eight years as a municipal land use planner for two municipalities in Connecticut. He holds a Bachelor of Science from UConn and a Master of Science from Central Connecticut State University.
He is currently on the board of directors for the:

· Connecticut Chapter of the Air & Waste Management Association,

· Northeast Recycling Council, and

· Connecticut Recyclers Coalition



Bryn Oakleaf is an Environmental Analyst V in Vermont’s Agency of Natural Resources – Waste Management and Prevention Division. Her work with ANR is primarily focused on implementing the Universal Recycling Law (Act 148) which was adopted in 2012. Act 148 established phase-in requirements for diverting recycling, leaf and yard debris, and food scraps from the landfill beginning in 2014 and resulting in landfill bans leading up to full implementation by 2020. Oakleaf’s work also includes administering Vermont’s beverage container redemption law. She has been with ANR for five years and has worked with state government for nearly 10 years. She has her Masters in Environmental Law and Policy from Vermont Law School.



George MacDonald is the Director of the Sustainability Division at the Maine Department of Environmental Protection. The keystone of sustainability is encouraging appropriate management of resources, whether natural or man created.

Mr. MacDonald’s career has been one of working on a farm as a youth, with the Federal Government working on environmental conservation, and with agricultural producers to conserve and improve their farm’s soil and water resources.  He has worked in conservation and recycling since 1976 in policy making, solid waste management, landfills, reuse and recycling, to  composting programs with communities, businesses, individuals, and residents;  to his current role that maintains those activities but expands them further to include climate adaptation issues and concerns.

The positions Mr. MacDonald have held in undertaking these tasks have included federal employment, municipal positions, state occupations, and private sector – both as an employee as well as the owner.  He has also been involved, and is one of the founding fathers of NERC. 

About NERC:  The Northeast Recycling Council, Inc. (NERC) is a non-profit organization that is committed to environmental sustainability through responsible solid waste management.  Its programs emphasize source reduction, reuse, recycling, composting, environmentally preferable purchasing, and decreasing the toxicity of the solid waste stream in the 11-state region comprised of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont, as well as several  nationwide programs.  For more information about NERC, visit www.nerc.org.
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